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Fr. Alfie McHugh, ss.cc. 

Diamond 60th Jubilee of Profession 

 

Fr. Alphie was born and raised in the small town of Glenfarne in County Leitrim, Ireland. As a 

young boy, he attended parochial school and was known for his academic excellence and his 

passion for teaching. However, his life took a different turn when he was introduced to the 

Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary in 1962. 

Fr. Norman Goodwin, ss.cc., who was the Vocation Director, visited his Secondary School at 

Saint Joseph College in Manorhamilton, and it was during this visit that Fr. Alphie felt a calling 

to religious life. He was particularly drawn to the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which 

was a strong focus in the Irish culture. He joined the congregation and entered the Novitiate in 

Cootehill, Ireland, that same year. 

Fr. Alphie spent most of his life in Massachusetts, where he served in various parishes and 

communities. He spent 12 years in Texas, where he learned Spanish and served at Queen of 

Peace in Harlingen and Sacred Heart Church in Edinburg. He loved the people he served in 

Texas and found them to be generous and devoted to the Catholic faith. He served them 

wholeheartedly, and it was a fulfilling experience for him. 

Today, Fr. Alphie is still in active ministry at Sacred Heart Nursing Home in New Bedford, 

Massachusetts. He celebrates mass twice a week and is involved in reaching out to the people of 

the nursing home, including the patients and their families, as they approach the sunset years of 

their lives. He finds great joy in serving God's people and sharing the Word of God with them. 

In reflecting on his 60 years of belonging to the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 

Mary, Fr. Alphie shared words of gratitude for the experience of being able to serve, proclaim 

the Word of God and celebrate the Eucharist for God's people. In celebrating 60 years of 

belonging to the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, he gives thanks to the 

Holy Spirit, who has guided us as a family, and that we go forward to carry on the mission the 

Lord entrusted to our founders.  

He concludes the interview with the words, "Go raibh míle maith agaibh!" which means in 

Gaelic, "A thousand thanks to you all." It has been a most fulfilling experience, 60 years and 

counting. 

(Written and submitted by Fr. Jeremy Sabugo, ss.cc.) 


